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INFORMATION FOR BUSINESSES USING RECYCLED MATERIALS IN THEIR PRODUCTS
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Bedrock Industries:

Each Feb. 14, glass artist Maria Ruano,
owner of Bedrock Industries, heads for
Golden Gardens Park for her annual
Valentine’s Day tradition. There on the
shores of Puget Sound, Ruano and her em-
ployees, along with scores of area residents,
throw beautiful handmade glass hearts into
the water. The “lovestones” are crafted by
Bedrock Industries from 100 percent
recycled glass and donated for the occasion.

“Hearts are a symbol of love,” says Ruano.
“When the glass hearts wash ashore and
people find them on the beach, they imme-
diately think of something they love.”

Such passion is a hallmark of Bedrock
Industries. The company was founded nearly
a decade ago when Ruano was looking for a
way to merge her interest in tile making with
her love for the environment. It took more
than two years to perfect the process that
would allow her to transform discarded glass
into beautiful, lustrous tiles. Today, the
company estimates it recycles more than
200,000 pounds of glass annually.

Translucent beauty

Bedrock is best known for its distinctive
Blazestone tiles used by architects and de-
signers nationwide. Blazestone tiles are
available in more than 20 colors and are used
for floors, countertops, mosaics and walls
and around pools and hot tubs.

The company also makes an array of other
earth-friendly glass, gift and garden prod-
ucts, including magnets, coasters and orna-
ments. Next door to the plant, in Seattle’s
Interbay district, is the Stoneyard, a retail
space where customers can buy seconds and
overruns from Bedrock’s product line.

Trash transformed

Bedrock gets its glass from bottles recycled
through curbside collection programs and
from scrap glass salvaged from commercial

NewsLink is published quarterly by the King County
Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Solid Waste

Division, as part of the LinkUp pro-

gram. For information about LinkUp,
contact Erv Sandlin at (206) 296-0233

or erv.sandlin@metrokc.gov, or go  King County

to http://dnr.metrokc.gov/linkup.

A touch of (recycled) glass

Jeanne Sickel, Bedrock Industries, applies non-
skid stops to recycled-glass coasters. Even the
copper wire used to bundle the coasters is
recycled from construction sites.

enterprises. Bedrock also sponsors its own
bottle drive, which is used as a fund-raiser
by local schools and organizations.

When the bottles come in to Bedrock, they
are sorted into piles of like-colored glass
and then crushed into tiny pieces. The
glass is then put into molds and heated in
kilns to make the tiles, wind chimes and
other products.

From red wine bottles come tiles in shades
of deep evergreen. Chardonnay bottles are
transformed into celery-colored tiles, and
glass from certain water bottles is turned into
tiles of cobalt blue.

The LinkUp team is helping Bedrock test its
glass tiles for such performance factors as
thermal shock, water absorption, friction,
abrasion and strength. The data will be used
in the company’s marketing materials and
to qualify the product for use in residential
and commercial green-building construction.

Gary Darby




FAST FACTS

Making new products

from old in King County

In 2001, King County manufacturers used
more than 1.2 million tons of recycled mate-
rials to make other products, including
water filtration media, roadbed material,
insulation, boat bumpers and flooring. This
is about 28 percent of the 4.4 million tons of
materials made into new products statewide.

Tons of Selected Materials Remade Into New Products in King County
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SPOTLIGHT ON KING COUNTY

New partners recycle scrap
tires and plastic trash bins

Two manufacturers recently joined the
LinkUp program: Schuyler Rubber Company
and Recycled Plastic Products.

Founded in 1950, Schuyler Rubber, located
in Woodinville, Wash., recycles truck and bus
tires into laminated rubber marine fenders
and other impact-absorption products, such
as ballast collars for traffic barriers, wheel
chocks, loading dock bumpers and blast-
ing mats.

Schuyler recycles up to 500 scrap truck tires
aday, reusing 100 percent of the steel-belted
tires that come into its facility and about
90 percent of the bias-ply tires. Unused tire
scraps are sent to another local manufacturer
to produce crumb rubber.

The LinkUp team will help Schuyler identify
and target government agencies that might
become potential customers as well as pro-
vide some product testing.

Recycled Plastic Products (RPP), head-
quartered in Bluffdale, Utah, manufactures
plastic wheels for waste bin carts from bro-
ken recycle bins, trash cans and other

plastic products. The recycled plastic wheels
are usually heavier and more durable than
the originals.

The company, which is able to process up
to 9 tons of scrap plastics a day, plans to
expand operations into King County. A local
facility will be able to process up to 3 tons a
day using recycled plastics generated locally.
The LinkUp team will help RPP research the
local market for waste bins and wheels,
evaluate product-testing needs and provide
marketing assistance.

King County nets top honors

In October, King County received the Part-
ner of the Year award in the local govern-
ment category from the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). The award —
EPA’s top honor for internal waste preven-
tion and recycling — was based on the
county’s WasteWise program for 2001. By
eliminating 600,000 pages of paper, col-
lecting more than 4.4 million pounds of
materials internally for recycling and imple-
menting other waste-wise activities, county
employees led the way in workplace recy-
cling, waste reduction and the purchasing of
products made from recycled materials.
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AND THE WINNER IS...

LOCAL RECYCLING SHOWCASE
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